Rec center use rises with temperature

By Katie Urbaszewski
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As the temperature rises to triple digits
in the Valley, only those who are most ex-
perienced (or foolish) continue their
workouts outside while the sun is out.

This is when the Tumbleweed Recre-
ation Center sees its largest crowds. Run-
ners and basketball players, the center’s
summer campers, and teens out of school
make the city-run Chandler facility much
busier than usual.

“Once it hits summer, the number of
people walking through the door does go
up,” said Erika Berry, one of the center’s
recreation coordinators.

“Numbers are always higher in the -

summer.”

A combination community cen:ter and
gym, the center offers day care, summer
camps for children, open computer labs,
areas designated for teens, and athletic
courts on the first floor, and exercise
classrooms and equipment on the second
floor.

still, some members said they come
because the center, inside Tumbleweed
Park, is less crowded than their old gym,
and they often get a better deal.

Carol Gurnett, 68, and a Sun Lakes res-
ident, said she attended a gym much ¢los-
er to her for seven years, but in the
months she has attended Tumbleweed
she said she has saved more than $100 in
membership fees.

“It’s very affordable,” she said.

Gurnett goes five days a week, usually
with five or six friends, and said she en-
joys being able to bring her grandchil-
dren when they visit. -

Stephanie Ferrer, 22, switched to the
Tumbleweed center from L.A. Fitness
because she doesn’t have to wait on the
side for exercise equipment to oper: up.

“I wasn’t happy with the corporate set-
ting at L.A. Fitmess,” Ferrer said. I like it
here because it's mot always super-
crowded, and they offer really great
classes.”

Tumbleweed Recreation Center has
seen a steady increase in visitors since
opening in 2008. In its first fiscal yvear,
about 313,000 visited, and center officials
estimated they’ll have seen about 2,000
moteat the end of this fiscal year, accord-
ing to Chandter budget proposals.

Monthly passes were the most popular
in the summer months in 2008, which
could be armibuted to a burst in popular-
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Nam Nguyen, 5, of Chandler, takes part in arts and crafts during summer camp at
Tumbleweed Park Recreation Center in Chandler.

ity after the center opened in April 2008.

~ But the trend continued in 2609. In June,

July and August 2009, about 900 a month
bought a monthly pass compared to
about 800 a month in the fall and about
700 amonth in the winter and spring, ac-
carding to Chandler recreation informa-
tion specialist Liam O'Mahony.

But the majority coming into the cen-
ter are children who attend the summer
camps and the guardians who are drop-
ping them off, center officials said.

In the summer of last year, about
34,000 people came into the center in
both Junre and July when summer camps
are running. About 10,000 fewer people
came in during every other month, ac-
cording to numbers trom O’Mahony.

In addition to its youth summer camp,
the center also offers activity-specific
camps such as sports camp, art camp,
performing arts camp and a science and
computer camp (a program even offers
computer classes for preschoolers and
kindergartners). A room is open through-
out the day that offers kids the chance to
play games like Guitar Hero, Wii Fit and
Dance Dance Revolution, or kids can
drop in on scheduled games of basketball

or dodge ball.

The center’s revenue helps fund its op-
erating costs, but it is relying on mostly
¢ity funds for now. The center’s goal is to
be only 50 percent city-funded by 2012,
O'Mahony said.

Berry said the center has had to cut
some of its smaller amenities for budget
reasons at the city’s request, but nothing
Tumbleweed staff have felt the need to
fight for, she said.

“We're $0 community-service based,”
Berry said. “We have to serve the com-
munity, so we're ready to adjust in order
to stay current and give them what
they're interested in.”

The center’s fees ($30 a month or $300
a year for Chandler adults) don't vary too
much from typical gym fees, and even
with the center’s extra facilities and of-
fers such as day passes and sign-ups
without start-up fees, area gyms said
competing with a government-run facil-
ity isn’t a problem.

“They’re not really competition,” said
Chris Owens, an assistant manager at

Mountainside Fitness in Chandler. “We

offer different services,” such as a more
varied list of classes, she said.

Summer activities at
Tumbileweed Recreation Center
Puppet Shows :

The Great Arizona Puppet Theater hosts
shows for children 5 years old and youn-
ger, and parents or guardians are required
to attend. They must pre-register at least
two weeks prior to showtime. )
Fees; Residents $6, non-residents $8 and
these with family passes get in free (max-
imum of four children per adutt).
Location: Cotton RoomNorth .
Shows: The theater will perform “Jack
Rabbit and the Desert Tortoise” July 14
from 9 to 10 a.m. and “Cinderella” on
Aug.18 from1to2 p.m.’

. Children can enroll in weekly camps -

through July 23, and fees range from $78
to $145 depending on the camp selected. -
Youth Summaér Camp; Children from 5 te
12 years old participate in sports, games, -
art and crafts, skits, youth development
activities and special events. Morning, af-
terncon orfull-day sessions-are available. _
Performing Arts Carp: Chitdren from 6

to 10 years old create a play from script

to set design, and camp ends with an on-

stage performance, :
Science/Computer Camp: Chitdren from
61010 years old explofEScientificmeth-

ods through projects g‘ﬁa’éoeqputeﬂgb

time, T T

Art Camp: Children fipm 6 to Keyearsold -
develop their art skills! 'z_qggh’dmwing,‘-
cartooning, painting, érdinics and other ©
artactivities.->  SFFeR iEe o %
Sports Camp: Childfen from 610 10 years
old are offered basic sporisid ition in’
basketball, volleybail; sot.cér and base-
ball. Grotip activities will disciiss health,
nutrition:and flexibitity. R
Family Night' )
Every-Wednesday night features recre-
ational activities or entertainment for
families. . -
Location: Cotton Room North=-
Times: 5:30-7 p.m. L
Fees; Children are $2:$3, and tEens are
$3-34. : N
The center offers daily games for ddults ~¢
only, including table games, c¢hess; Bunko,
Rurnmy, Wii Sports and billiards. .
Fee: Residents $4, non-rés 54




